
MANAGEMENT OF EXTREMELY HEAVY PATIENTS  

 
  

Consultant / 
Clinic Staff 

Assess Patient 

Inform ward 

Plan equipment 
needs prior 

to admission 

On admission 

Inform Manual 

Handling Adviser 

Refer to TVN 
Dietician 

Pharmacist 
District Nurses 
Physiotherapist 

O.T 

Discharge 

Inter agency 

collaboration 

Arrange transport 

Inform ambulance 
control of patient's 

weight 

TCI 

PATIENT 

ADMITTED EMERGENCY 
Inform Manual Handling 
Adviser 
 

Bed Manager 

Refer to TVN 
District Nurses 

Dietician 
Pharmacist 

Physiotherapist 

O.T 

Specialised 
Equipment 

Scales 
Class 3 standard 

Chair/Commode 
Walking frame 

Trolleys  

Operating Table 
Hoist 

Weigh patient as 
soon as possible 

Use Trust 
bariatric bed  

Use Trust items 
check safe 

working load  

Check safe 
working load 

Use ward 
hoist 

Consider bed with integral 

scales or  use scale fitted to 

ceiling hoist. 

Contact bariatric 
rental agency.  
 

Contact bariatric 
rental agency.  
 

Can procedures 
be done with 
patient on 
heavy duty bed 
or or day  
surgery trolley? 
trolley?procedu
res with patient 
on heavy duty 
bed 

Use Liko 
Viking XL in 

AED 

Look for 
alternative 

supplier / rental 

Use Trust 
gantry hoist   
Contact MH 

     Adviser 

Hoist rental 

Transfer - Discharge 

To other wards, departments, 

hospitals, community, mortuary etc 

Have receiving area eg theatre, mortuary been 
informed about patient / deceased? 

Do they have necessary 

equipment? 

Send handling care plans 

with patient 

No scales 

Not available 

Not suitable 
Not suitable 

None 
available 

Not suitable 

Not suitable 
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Contact bariatric 
rental agency.  

Not available 

Protocol – revised July 2010 

Contact MH Adviser 
For location of Trust 
gantry hoist 

    Bed 

Use ward electric 
profiling bed, check 
safe working load 

Not suitable 

Not available 


