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Statement from Asslstant Secretary of Labor for O5HA on increasa
of nonfatal occupational injuries among health cara workoers
OSHA to focus on improving safety amd health st nursing home facliitles

WASHINGTON — The U.5. Deparbnent of Labor's Burcau of Labor Statistics Woday released defailed data on nonfatal occupationad injuries
and illneszes requiring days away from wiork In 2000, The incldence rate for health care support vorkers incressed G perdent o 283 cases
por 10,000 full-time workers, aimest 2 1/ times the rmte for all private and public secbor workiers 21 118 cases per 10,000 full-time worksrs,
Tkt rabe armeag nursing oides, orderos and attendants rose 7 percent, o 489 gor 10,000 weekess, Additionzly, the rate of musculoskeletal
disprdar cases with days away from work for nursing aldes, sederlies and attendants increased 10 pescent to a rate of 249 cases por 10,000
winrkess,

Assistant Secretary for the department’s Dccupational Safety and Health Administration Dr. David Michacls 1ssued the following staternent in
fELpHise:

"1t [z unacceptahle that the workers wha have dedicated thelr ives to carng for our loved ones when they are sick ane the very same
workers who face the highest risk of work-related injury and lness. These injuries can end up destroying a Tamily's emoticnal and linancial
stearily. While workplace injuries, linesses and fatafifies Lako an enormsoes toll on Uiis nation's ecoreny — the-tolf on Injieed workers and
Useir famifies is intolersbic.

“The rates of Injurdes and llinesses amang hospital and health care workers underscore OSHA's concern alout the salely and health of Uwess
warkers, O5HA is responding by launching, in the next fow months, a Notional Criglasis Program o Nursing Home and Heskdential Care
Tacilfies. Throwgh Wis miliative, we will increase our Inspections of these facities, foouskng on back Injisrles from resident handling or lifting
prilants; exposire o Moodbome palbogens ard other Infectious disaases; workplace violance; and slips, trips and falls.

"The werkers that care For our loved ones deserse @ safe workglace s OSHA is diligeally working to make this happen.”
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BL%, Department of | abor news maleials ae accessitda at httpeffenewdol.oge. 1he Infomation above s available in large print, Braile,
audio Ape af disc from the COAST office upon request by calling 202 6937828 or TTY 202-693-7755.
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