
 

 

    
6th Annual Safe Patient Handling Conference 

Co-hosted by the Department of Nursing & the Ergonomics Division, Occupational & Environmental Safety Office 
Duke University & Health System, Durham, North Carolina 

May 10, 2012 
Millennium Hotel, Durham, North Carolina 

Time Session/Event Location 
07:30 a.m.– 08:00 a.m. Registration, Networking & Continental Breakfast 3rd floor balcony  

08:00 a.m. – 08:15 a.m. Welcome- How to Get the Most Out of the Day 
Bill Burton 

Brightleaf  
3rd floor 

08:15 a.m. – 08:30 a.m.  Opening Remarks- Addressing the Importance of Coaches and Falls 
Prevention Champions 

Mary Ann Fuchs  

Brightleaf  
3rd floor 

08:30 a.m. – 09:30 a.m. Keynote Presentation- Safe Patient Handling and Falls Prevention:  
A Perfect Marriage  
Stephanie Radawiec  

Brightleaf  
3rd floor 

09:30 a.m. - 09:45 a.m.   Break  
09:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Hands-on with Exhibitors Greenbriar  

2nd floor 
11:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Lunch  3rd floor  
12:30 p.m. - 01:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 

Ambulatory Track – Falls Prevention Using Low and High Tech 
Solutions (Panel Discussion) 
Clinic 1G – Urology /Radiology   Penny Wruck             
Tisch Brain Tumor Center – Sharon Evans  
Pickens Clinic – Brenda Oguin   
Aesthetic Center – Melissa Manning 

Brightleaf  
3rd floor  
(half room) 

In-Patient Track-  Clinical applications of the sit-stand lift and the 
standing aid ( Panel  Discussion) 
Oncology Unit –Nikki Brooksbank, Stephanie Davis  
Cardiac Units (Step down and Intensive Care) – Candice Stringfield, 
Gilbert Rutledge, Tricia Thomas 
Therapeutic use of the lift - PT/OT – Marianne Chauvin,  Jennifer 
Anderson 

Brightleaf  
3rd floor 
(half room) 

01:35 p.m. – 02:35 p.m.    Concurrent Sessions 

 Ambulatory Track– Clinical Applications of Lateral Transfer 
Devices  (Panel Discussion) 
Operating Room, Ambulatory Surgical Center, Duke University 
Hospital- Jennifer Massengill Cindy Merritt, Ginny Kosmo 
Operating Room, Ambulatory Care Unit, Durham Regional Hospital – 
Anne Browning  
Radiation Oncology – Marie Bass 
Adult Cath Lab – Julius Harrell 

Brightleaf  
3rd floor 
(half room) 



 

 

 
 
 In-patient Track-  Clinical Applications of Patient lifts in Intensive 

Care Units (Panel Discussion) 
Neuroscience ICU – Irene Abella, Katie Blodeau      
Case study - Stephanie Radaweic                                 

Brightleaf  
3rd floor 
(half room) 

02:35 p.m.- 02:45 p.m. Break 
02:45 p.m. -03:45 p.m. Practical Tips on Safe Patient Handling and Falls Prevention 

Yeu-Li Yeung, Gail Pruett, Francesca Monachino 
Brightleaf  
3rd floor 
(half room) 

03:45 p.m.- 04:00 p.m. Conference Conclusion and Evaluation 
CEUs will be provided.  
 
 

Faculty 
 
Irene G. Abella, RN, BSN, CCRN, CNRN 
Clinical Nurse II, Neuroscience Critical Care Unit 4200  
Duke University Hospital 
  
Jennifer Anderson, MSPT 
Physical Therapist, Acute Rehab & Acute Care 
Durham Regional Hospital 
 
Marie Bass, RT, T   
Radiation Therapist III, Radiation Oncology  
Duke University & Health System 
 
Katie Bloedau, RN, BSN 
Clinical Nurse II, Neuroscience Critical Care Unit 4200  
Duke University Hospital 
 
Nicola Brooksbank RN, BSN, OCN   
Clinical Nurse and Unit Educator, Oncology Unit 9100  
Duke University Hospital  
 
Anne Browning, RN III  
Clinical Lead, ACU/SDA  
Durham Regional Hospital  
 
William C. Burton, MS 
Assistant Vice-President, Performance Services 
Duke University Health System 
 
 
 



 

 

Marianne Chauvin, OTR/L 
Occupational Therapist, Acute In-patient Services 
Department of Physical/Occupational Therapy 
Duke University Hospital 
 
Stephanie Davis, NCA 
Nursing Assistant, Oncology Unit 9100  
Duke University Hospital  
  
Sharon Evans, RN 
Research Nurse Clinician, Duke Brain Tumor Center 
Duke University Health System 
 
Mary Ann Fuchs, DNP, RN 
Vice President of Patient Care & System Chief Nurse Executive 
Duke University Health System 
Chief Nursing Officer 
Duke University Hospital 
 
Julius Harrell, RN, BSN 
Clinical Lead, Adult Catheterization Lab 
Duke University Hospital 
 

Virginia Kosmos, RN, BSN  
Clinical Nurse IV, Operating Rooms 
Duke Ambulatory Surgery Center 
 
Melissa Manning, RN  
Duke Aesthetic Center 
Duke University Health System 
 
Jennifer Massengill, RN, BSN 
Nurse Manager, Perioperative Services 
Duke Ambulatory Surgery Center 
 
Cindy Merritt, BSN, CNIV, CNOR  
Clinical Nurse IV, Operating Rooms 
Duke Ambulatory Surgery Center 
 
Francesca Monachino, MEd, MOT, OTR/L 
Occupational Therapist, Acute In-patient Services 
Department of Physical/Occupational Therapy 
Duke University Hospital 
 
Brenda Oguin, RN, ACNII 
Team Lead, Duke Family Medicine Center 
Duke University Health System 
 



 

 

Gail Pruett, MSN, RN 
Clinical Nurse Educator, Clinical Education and Professional Development 
Duke University Health System 
 
Stephanie Radawiec PT, DPT, MBA, MHS 
Diligent Clinical Consultant 
ArjoHuntleigh/Diligent Services 
 
Gilbert Rutledge, RN, BSN 
Clinical nurse, Cardiac Surgical Intensive Care Unit 3200 
Duke University Hospital 
 
Candice Stringfield, RN, BSN, CNIII, CCRN  
Clinical Nurse III, Cardiac Surgical Intensive Care Unit 3200 
Duke University Hospital 
 
Tricia Thomas, CNA II 
Nursing Assistant 
Duke University Hospital 
                                                    
Penny Wruck, RN, MBA 
Nurse Manager, Urology Clinic 1G 
Duke University Health System  
 
Yeu-Li Yeung, MS, OT/L, CPE 
Patient Care Ergonomics Coordinator, Ergonomics Division 
Occupational & Environmental Safety Office 
Duke University& Health System 
 

 
 

 


